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The CIA, under pressure to 
stop its admitted widespread 
covert activities on American 
college campuses, has initiat- 
ed a series of seminars to woo 
leading university admunis- 
trators. In the. past nine 
months, | seven: _ university 
presidents have visited CIA 
headquarters in Langley, Va. 
for day-long briefings, ac- 
cording to CIA spokesman 
Dale Peterson, “to talk about 
our many common interests.” 

This latest goodwill gesture 
comes in the wake of a flood 
of requests from some 80 uni- 
versities for agency files con- 


cerning clandestine recruit- 
- ;ment of students and faculty 
' by CIA operatives. Admitting 


only to the covert recruiting 
of foreign students on Ameri- 
can campuses, Agency Direc- 
tor Admiral Stansfield Turn- 
er has openly refused to give 
any assurance that he will 
comply with strict guidelines 
proposed by: Harvard Unie 
versity President Derek Bok | 
to limit the mmeney: Ss campus | 
activities. 

The CIA's eae bokand | 
attitude has irritated Bok and | 
other academic leaders, but 
the Agency is encouraged by 
attendance at the serninars 


which took place in March | 


and June of this year. Agency 
spokesman Peterson says 
such topics as clandestine ac- 
tivities on campus, university- 
agency relations and research 
were discussed at the two 
meetings. 

“They're {the college presi- 
dents) doing it because they 
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turned out very beneficial so 
far. That’s why we're proceed- 
ing and are planning to have 
some more.” 

Peterson refused to give us 
the names of the presidents 
who attended, insisting that 
to do so would be “an inva- 
sion of their privacy.” Mean- 
while, the Center for Nation- 
al Security Studies has filed a 
Freedom of Information re- 
quest to find out more about 
the college presidents and the 
secret Langley pow-wows- 

—Joel Kotkin and 
‘Dorothy Samuels 


